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Mirjam M. Foot : 2: The Henry Davis Gift: A Collection of Bookbindings : A Catalogue of North-European 
Bindings  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 2: The 
Henry Davis Gift: A Collection of Bookbindings : A Catalogue of North-European Bindings: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Part of a Three Part First Rate Set. 250 English Bindings along with 
Irish, Scottish And other Bindings Highly recommendedBy DrThe Henry Davis Gift is a very important collection of 
bookbindings that were donated to the British Library following Henry Davis's death ( I think in the late 1970'sHenry 
Davis had built one of the best , if not the best collections of Bookbindings that past to a public institutionMajor J R 
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Abbey was another very important collector of Bookbindings-- they were sold in 2 sales by Sotheby's along with many 
other book treasures including illuminated medieval manuscripts in a number of sales. If you are interested in 
bookbindings then the Abbey Bookbinding sales catalogues are important to own but they are often expensiveI worked 
in greater London for several years and frequently visited the British Museum where the British Library was housed 
prior to it moving into a new building of it own. I was able to look at a number of display cases of Books, Illuminated 
Manuscripts and Bookbinding among other things. I developed major interests in many areas I saw including 
bookbindingThis book will make a lot more sense to you if you have seen some bookbindingsAs bindings are fragile 
often only a small display is on show, with large shows on various occassionsThe sections are British Bindings. 
Numbers 1--250Irish Bindings Numbers 251--270Scottish Bindings. Numbers. 271--285Netherlandish Bindinding. 
Numbers. 286--320German and Austrian Bindings. Numbers 321--367Danish Bindings. Numbers. 368Index of 
bindersIndex of ownersMarijam Foot is a world authority on bookbinding and an idea person to catalogue the Henry 
Davis GiftShe wrote all three catalogues. She has also been doing extensive research on bookbinding in tandem with 
writing these volumes. Check her pageThe Henry Davis Gift are examples of first class bookbinding catalogues.They 
are well worth getting if you can afford themBe warned, books on important bookbinding collections are often 
expensive, so think carefully if you want to enter this field.I saw some of the Henry Davis Gift among other 
bookbindings when I worked in London and that sparked my interest.You may have seen some of the Pierpont 
Morgan. Bindings or other bookbindings in various American Museums. If you really like them then think about 
putting a small collection togetherThese bookbindings are very much at the upper end of the market. If you are a craft 
binder you may want to get one or two books like these, but they don't teach you much on how to practice craft 
bookbindingHenry Davis Gift: v. 3: A Collection of Bookbindings (Catalogue of South European Bindings)This is 
another volume on the Henry Davis GiftSee my reviewThe Henry Davis GiftAs you can see be looking at the contents 
of volume two and three there are a number of strengths in The Henry Davis CollectionIt has some 250 British 
bindings and some 200 French Bindings and nearly 200 Itatian Bindings in a collection of some 800 bindingsThere are 
small collections of bindings from a number of other countriesHenry Davis tended to collect important bindings that 
were bound by major binders for important owners ( see list of binders and list of provenance)These bindings are well 
worth getting to know. Much of the important bookbinding literature has black and white pictures so you need to get a 
feel for these.Bindings in ColourIf you can see some bookbindings in colour you often see a number of new points of 
interestOne of my favourite books of bindings in colour isArt Nouveau and Art Deco Bookbinding: French 
Masterpieces 1880-1940See the reviews with photosYou may or may not like the bindings but I suspect a number will 
catch your eyeBeautifully illustrated in colour--some 200 colour illustrationsI think this book is well worth buying. I 
think it's issue price was $75 USD but I may be wrong. If you are unsure about it see if you can interloan a 
copyBeautiful BookbindingsThis is a brief introduction to bookbinding over the last 1,000 years with a selection of 
some 100 bindings from around the worldThe illustrations are in colourSee the reviewers commentsOther helpsABC 
of Bookbinding: An Illustrated Glossary of Terms for Collectors and ConservatorsThis is an excellent tool full of 
helpful information. It is modelled on the famous ABC for Book Collectors -- multiple editionsI life in New Zealand 
so I might have the information wrongThe University of Virginia runs a Rare Book School each year for the lucky few 
who get inSee there websiteIt has a very useful reading guide -- it will be of aid in helping find good books and it may 
mention some as expensive and best consulted in libraries. Eg E P Goldschmidt's " Gothic and Renaissance 
Bookbindings " 1928 ( a major work of research in 2 large volumes from memory
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