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Betsy Clebsch : A Book of Salvias: Sages for Every Garden  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised A Book of Salvias: Sages for Every Garden: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It's a good book on Salvia, but there are newer publications that are 
betterBy Eric in PortlandThere are only a few books written on Salvias. This one is a good book but if you want more 
color pictures you may want to buy one of newer books recently published. This book is a little dated.2 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. A Book of SalviasBy Marvin C. EllenbeckerThe author has done her homework 
on describing many of the sage species and it is an excellent reference for most of the salvia species that are grown by 
gardeners. It does not include a number of alpine and desert species, such as Salvia mohavensis and Salvia 
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pachyphylla, the latter being one of the most beautiful sages found in nature. The reading style is enjoyable and you 
can tell that this has been a work of love on the part of the author. The color plates are excellent and one wishes there 
were more of them, but the cost becomes prohibitive. A great book for garden reading and more knowledge about this 
group of plants.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. great book would of love to have seen more 
photographs ...By benj !great book would of love to have seen more photographs of the different types but very 
informative none the less

This first significant book on the subject covers more than 100 beautiful, garden-worthy species and dozens of 
hybrids. Salvias are growing in popularity because of their diversity of fragrance, bloom, habit, and color, and many 
add drought tolerance and disease resistance to their ornamental qualities.

From Library JournalThe genus Salvia includes the common garden herb sage, as well as hundreds of species for the 
ornamental garden. Clebsch maintains a large collection of salvias in her garden in the Santa Cruz Mountains of 
California, a location well suited to these plants, many of which are native to dry habitats around the world. A few 
species and hybrids of Salvia are popular bedding plants in the United States, but most of the species described here 
will be familiar only to collectors. For each species, Clebsch provides a description of the plant and its flowers, native 
setting, directions for cultivation and propagation, placement in the garden, and desirable companion plants. 
Appendixes include display gardens and sources for plants and seeds, a flowering guide by season, and other lists of 
species by various characteristics. There is a wealth of information here for gardeners interested in trying unusual 
Salvias, but the scholarly tone and the obscurity of the profiled plants may put off casual readers. Recommended for 
comprehensive gardening collections, especially in California.?Beth Clewis Crim, Prince William P.L., Va.Copyright 
1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.From BooklistSalvias constitute the largest genus in the mint family, valued for 
their medicinal and culinary qualities. More than 900 species of Salvia exist, with more than half occurring in North 
and South America. Clebsch concentrates on 100 species, providing the scientific name and native habitat of each, 
including elevation ranges and temperature tolerance, as well as historical background. The author describes the leaves 
and flowers of each species, its blooming cycle, and its light, watering, fertilizing, and pruning requirements. Clebsch 
also suggests companion plants and offers data on propagation. The book includes a list of where to see and buy 
salvias, a flowering guide by seasons, and cold and shade tolerance guides. There are 96 color photographs and 40 line 
drawings. George Cohen After a short introduction, Clebsch describes over 100 salvias that she considers particularly 
noteworthy. With each description, she presents a little bit of history, a review of growing conditions, and then 
suggestions on how to pair the plant with other flowers or shrubs in the garden border. -- Patricia A. Taylor "Trenton 
Times" (08/31/1999) 


