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Merle A. Reinikka : A History of the Orchid  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised A History of the Orchid: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great bookBy Kenneth Dale HarrisonDr. Reinikka did a great job 
in writing this book and all the information is useful. I a great reference in writing papers his book contains allot of 
citations that are hard to find and to reference them.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Must Read!By 
jennifer socarrasIf you are interested in orchids and their history in cultivation than this is the book for you. Although 
it can be a little wordy at time, it is full of wonderful information. Good for the hobbyist or the more serious grower. 
Definitely recommend.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. BEAUTIFULBy Gustavo Adrian SestiTHE 
BOOK IS VERY GOOD. Guided WELL AND RICH IN INFORMATION. VERY GOOD OF ILLUSTRATION 
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AND CURIOUS IN HISTORY. I RECOMMENDED IT.

An engaging account of humanity's growing fascination with orchids from ancient times onward, together with a 
biographical gallery of 50 great scientists, naturalists, and explorers who contributed to our knowledge of orchids. The 
nomenclature and bibliography have been updated for this edition.

From BooklistThis revised edition of a book first published in 1972 features an updated nomenclature and additions to 
the detailed bibliography. Reinikka gives readers all the important dates, names, and incidents relevant to the historical 
role of orchids. Part one chronicles historical development; it is an engrossing history and Reinikka traces it in great 
detail. Included in this section is an explanation of the classification of orchids, early methods of orchid cultivation, 
the commercial development of the genera, its hybridization and scientific application, and a chronological guide to 
orchid literature beginning in 1228. Part two is nearly 200 pages of biographical sketches of 50 significant figures in 
orchid history, covering their contributions to the field, beginning with botanist Carl von Linne (1707^-78). With 73 
black-and-white illustrations, this is a book no orchid grower should be without. George CohenAbout the AuthorMerle 
A. Reinikka is a former editor of the American Orchid Society Bulletin. Over a period of years he carefully sorted 
through archival materials, cross-referenced bibliographies, and studied early herbals, journals, periodicals, pamphlets, 
and papers at the Botanical Museum of Harvard University. With this wealth of information he completed this 
fascinating and comprehensive survey of orchid history. 


