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Di Van Niekerk : A Perfect World in Ribbon Embroidery and Stumpwork before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Perfect World in Ribbon Embroidery and Stumpwork:

62 of 63 people found the following review helpful. A few things they don't mention..By A. Ryanl. Thisbook is
definitely intermediate level or above. Having learned some stumpwork and ribbon embroidery myself, | think of my
skills asintermediate and | would never give thisto abeginner as alearning tool. Although the author does explain the
stitches and techniques, it is done in avery condensed way that could be confusing for first-timers. There are few how-
toillustrations here compared to beginner's books.2. In order to complete the embroidery sampler as pictured (the
whole book is a panel-by-panel sampler project, by the way), you need to go on the author's Web site and order her
pre-printed cotton fabric to embroider and stump on top of. In theory one could trace the design in the book, but that
would leave out the subtle colors and shading that give this piece its extraordinary colorful, dimensional quality.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1844482316

Apparently, all of Di van Niekerk's books need their accompanying printed fabrics, and this one is about 16 American
dollars. Why thisis never mentioned either on the online page or on the book's cover is a mystery to me.3. The threads
and silk ribbons that you will need for Di's projects are brand names that can not easily be found outside of South
Africa (the author livesin Cape Town). Y ou can order these from her Web site as well. Of course you could use YLI
or other brands more available in America, but you'd have to guess to match the colors. I'd feel more comfortable
using the author's recommended brands and colors.A Perfect World in Ribbon Embroidery and Stumpwork is simply
exquisite. It features high-quality, lovely, origina designs. The finished effect of combining ribbon embroidery and
stumpwork takes my breath away, and Di van Niekerk deserves credit as a pioneer of sortsin the world of embroidery.
She does indeed show a few techniquesthat | have never seen before.Be prepared to do some online shopping first,
and you will be able to make a sampler project that will be the envy of al your embroidering friends.-Andrea, aka
Merribellel4 of 14 people found the following review helpful. A Perfect World in Ribbon Embroidery and
StumpworkBy Daphne B. GoodyearThisis a GREAT book whether you are a beginner or a more advanced
stitcher.With all due respect, | must disagree with Cynthia McCorkle's review. The book is quite different from the
earlier one. Here are afew techniques not included in the earlier book: the flowers are different, the moth's wings, the
organza petal s of the Poppy, the silk petals of the Protea and the Waterlily, the barbolawork on the Strelitzia flower, a
new way to make the Roses and the |oose petals of the Cosmos flower( on the cover of the book). | learned alot of
new techniques in this book. | have not only used some of the ideas to embellish my many needlepoint projects, but
also enhanced my handmade greeting cards and my scrapbooks. | really like the clarity of the instructions, too! 0 of 1
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ChristineThis book is an excellent introduction to Di van
Niekerk's beautiful ribbon embroidery.

This book isamust for all ribbon embroidery and stumpwork enthusiasts. A substantial 160 page book, it is packed
with new ideas and techniques that will appeal not only to all embroiderers, but also to other crafters such as quilters,
knitters, fabric painters, scrapbookers or home decor enthusiasts. Included in each panel are innovative ideas for a
variety of crafts. More and more crafters are wishing to learn how to combine ribbon embroidery and especially
stumpwork with their crafts to make their own distinctive work of art and this book will help you do just that! The
original watercolor design is by South African botanical artist, Verde. There are 17 panelsin the magnificent sampler
and 60 different elementsin the design with aclear stitch gallery to guide you. Flowers and creatures from all over the
world, many of them never having been done before, are included in the sampler, so there is something for everyone.
The embroidery for each element is shown step-by-step with clear and beautiful photographs.

Newsletter 65, Summer 2007 A really fascinating book combining both old and new embroidery techniques. The
flower designs are lovely and the animal and insect examples are very original. The working instructions are clear and
fully detailed with plenty of working diagrams to help even the beginner in this field of embroidery. Barbara Hector,
St. Stephens-on-Brannel West Country Embroiderers Oct 06 Di van Niekirk, the author of this lavishly illustrated
book, has produced an inspiring collection of beautifully illustrated embroideries based on the natural forms she
observesin her native South Africa. Her book is based on the tradition of three dimensional work we are familiar with
from Stuart times, but updated to include ribbon work and stitchery giving arich raised surface. There are 17 panelsto
be stitched, based on beautiful watercolour paintings by the artist Verde. Carefully laid out and informative
instructions enable beginners as well as acomplished stitchers to achieve satisfying results. The techniques used could
then be devel oped by experienced stitchers to their own designs. This book would give inspiration to al levels of
ability. Merseyside Embroiderers Guild March 07 There is something very magical about creating life-like and three
dimensional images with aneedle and thread. The effects that can be achieved are absolutely breathtaking and leave
many who have not tried Stumpwork or Ribbon embroidery totally in awe. The secret is to take one tiny motif at a
time to develop confidence and with this technique alittle motif goes along way. This book features a wonderful
sampler of flowers, insects and animals within alattice framework of seventeen panels. Overall there are sixty
different elements to the design all of which can be worked individually or put together in your own combination to
create smaller projects. For example just one of the flowers could be made up as a card, added to a hand-made box or
trinket pot or any other accessory. The design is based on awatercolour painting by South African botanical artist
Verde. The author recommends that thisis printed on to the fabric and the stitches worked over the top leaving the
background tints and shading to show through. There are various means of doing this described in the book and there
are templates and images provided for you to do this or choose to use more traditional methods. To recreate the
flowers a combination of Ribbon embroidery and Stumpwork is used to produce great results. There are new ideas for
working insect wings and flowers with many helpful shortcuts. As there are many more products available today that
can make Stumpwork easier and less traumatic to stitch, these methods are aso included. Look out for many clever
ideas such as covering seed beads with ribbon to make cup-shaped flowers and tips such as repairing an accidentally
snipped edge with clear nail varnish. The sampler is broken down into panels and these in turn are approached element
by element to complete it. These stages are explained step by step and illustrated with extremely clear close-up colour



photographs. Thereis aglossary at the back of the book where there are diagrams for each of the stitches used and
each panel has a comprehensive materials listing for the threads and ribbons required. Although there is a South
African dant to the plants and wildlife, the vast majority are universal including freesias, corn poppies, bluebells,
roxes, phlox, bulrushes, daisies and many, many more. Of the creatures featured in the sampler, there are butterflies, a
beetle, bee, dragonfly and even termites! NEW STITCHES Issue 45 Thisis a stunning book. One of those books that
when you open it you think you've died and gone to heaven. The front cover doesn't give too much away, it's only
when you actually open the book and start to read on that you realise it isjust overflowing with new ideas and
techniques for ribbon embroidery and stumpwork enthusiasts. Each chapter covers one panel which can be completed
on itsown for smaller projects or combined with the other 16 panels to create a magnificent finished sampler piece.
Quilters may want to use a single element, for example one of the beautiful flower or butterfly designs to make their
quilt unigue. Clear colour photographs, step-by-step diagrams and instructions and a clear stitch gallery offer great
guidance for beginners. There are also lots of great ideas for the more advanced embroiderer. FabricationsAbout the
AuthorDi van Niekerk is a professional fiber arts instructor and the manager of a mail-order business specializing in
ribbons, instruction guides, and other design-based products. Sheis the author of Dreamscapes in Ribbon Embroidery,
A Perfect World in Ribbon Embroidery Stumpwork, Flower Fairies in Ribbon Embroidery Stumpwork, Embroidered
Alphabets with ribbon embroidery,andThreads and Crafts Ribbon Embroidery Stumpwork.



