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Bernard Leach : A Potter in Japan  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised A Potter in Japan: 

It would be a challenge to find a potter in the world more widely known and respected than Bernard Howell Leach. 
Though considered the father of British studio pottery, he is as famous in Japan as he is in Europe and the United 
Statesnot only as an artist and craftsman, but also as a philosopher. Though born in Hong Kong, Leach spent his early 
life in Japan. He moved to England at the age of ten, and he attended art school in London, before returning to live in 
Japan from 1909 to 1920. During this crucial period of artistic discovery, Leach first established himself as a potter 
and a master of the raku style. He eventually moved back to England to hone his craft, before traveling throughout 
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most of Europe and Asia. A Potter in Japan is a collection of memoirs and diary entries from the time he returned to 
Japan to teach and travel in the early 1950s. These accounts provide a unique opportunity to see the important Eastern 
influence on his craft and will appeal to lovers of ceramics and anyone with an interest in cultural interchange between 
East and West.

"This is an enjoyable book, shuttling easily between the keen-eyed and the gently ruminative, filled with passion not 
so much for the objects in themselves as for the milieu in which they are made, continuously seeking after new and 
ever deeper cultural dialogues, amiably open to social entanglements." 


