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P. J. M. Marks : An Anthology of Decorated Papers: A Sourcebook for Designers  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised An Anthology of Decorated Papers: A Sourcebook for 
Designers: 

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy jany sedaLove this book14 of 14 people found the 
following review helpful. If paper is your passion.......Don't miss this one!By LKPFirst, the optics.......This is a 
beautiful book, inside and out. The publisher has gone full-out with this one, beginning with a unique wrap-around 
cover made of several examples of decorative papers.....a treat for the target audience. Namely, the paper addicts. This 
book documents a singular historic archive of papers, both humble and rare; a reminder that "ephemera" is anything-
but momentary. Many of the pages are full-bleed examples of historic papers, beautifully reproduced on paper stock 
that is matte-but-not-murky. As one turns the pages, there is a feeling of exploration and discovery; a suitable mix of 
stunning visuals and intelligent text. The next time I hear someone talk about the "demise of hard cover books", in 
favor of digital/on-screen volumes, I will refer them to this book. From the solid covers adorned in tactilefolded 
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examples of decorative papers, to the kindred and illuminating photos and text -- this is a book that will remind you 
why you love BOOKS.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. OutstandingBy mjaneOutstanding!!!!!!!

A collection of gorgeously reproduced decorated papers alongside a thoughtful and carefully researched history of this 
often-overlooked art Rich in ornamentation, decorated papers have been in use for centuriesas wrappers and endpapers 
for books, as the backing for playing cards, and even as linings for chests and cases. Yet despite the many contexts in 
which they can be found, they often go unnoticed. This remarkable new book not only showcases several hundred of 
the best and most exquisite examples of decorated paper but also provides a fascinating introduction to its history, 
traditions, and techniques. Drawing on the Olga Hirsch collection at the British Library, one of the largest and most 
diverse collections of decorated papers in the world, this beautifully produced anthology will both delight and inspire 
designers, bibliophiles, and anyone with a love of pattern and decoration. 256 illustrations

The aphorism "Don't judge a book by its cover" does not apply to this offering from the British Library. The 
beautifully designed cover and intricately folded dust jacket serve as the opening curtain for the opulent offering 
within, which is a history of decorated papers. Invaluable for anyone interested in design, art history, history, material 
culture, or fine arts. - ChoiceAbout the AuthorP. J. M. Marks is curator of bookbindings at the British Library. Her 
previous books include The British Library Guide to Bookbinding, Treasures in Focus: Decorated Papers, and 
Beautiful Bookbindings. Her most recent publication is a chapter on selected European decorated bookbindings in The 
Arcadian Library: Bindings and Provenance. 


