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Ziva Amir : Arabesque: Decor ative Needlework from the Holy Land before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Arabesgue: Decorative Needlework from the Holy Land:

12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. Arabesque: Decorative Needlework of the Holy LandBy
Alifawhen | cameto Israel in 1980, | often encountered Palestinian women in the traditional long black dresses with
rich panels of embroidery down the sides of the skirt, on the sleeves, on a panel above the hem on the back, and on the
bodice. Ziva Amir has put together a collection of traditional patterns and clear instructions. This book makes a nice
companion to another book -- Palestinian Costume. In addition to the counted cross stitch patterns, the book has many
fine photographs of dresses and other items.The precise designs are worked on a piece of "waste canvas' basted onto
the fabric, and afterwards removed with tweezers. Most of the patterns are of natural things: grapes, leaves, feathers,
flowers, cedars, pam leaves. There are also patterns of crosses popular in Christian areas.It seems that few Palestinian
women have time these days to work these patterns, and many have opted for more modern and convenient Islamic
dress. However, the patterns can be used on many household items -- pillows, placemats, bags, etc.It would be a great
pity if thislovely art were to become lost. Ziva Amir's book is an important contribution to the preservation of a
wonderful part of Palestinian culture.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. it was all | expected. | had a
copy ...By SheillaR. Smithit was all | expected. | had a copy many years ago and wore it out. it sparked my interest in
Palestinian embroidery.
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Decorative Needlework from the Holy Land. Original red cloth binding with dustjacket. Full colour illustrations.



