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Jr. Peter Francis : Asia's Maritime Bead Trade: 300 B.C. to the PResent  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Asia's Maritime Bead Trade: 300 B.C. to the PResent: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. An excellent bookBy Sheila AryI found this a well written history of 
a fascinating subject. I enjoy working with beads, and knowing of their importance in trade and commerce adds to my 
interest in them.11 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Good book for beads collectorsBy Vladimir 
KrayushkinVery interesting desciptive history of beadmakers locations and trade roads from early history. Many of the 
maps give you good understanding of the directions and type of the bead trade.

This fascinating study is the first detailed description of the ancient and enduring trade in beads that spans more than 
two millennia and once stretched from the Middle East to East Asia and affected areas as far apart as West Africa and 
the American Pacific coast. Beads are universal and among the earliest art forms. Made of glass, semiprecious stone, 
or precious organic materials such as amber and coral, they were ubiquitous in the ancient world, serving as 
decorations, magical charms, mnemonic and counting devices, symbols of wealth and status. Much of the ancient bead 
trade was incorporated in Asian maritime commerce, and many of the beads involved have Asian origins. Peter 
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Francis, Jr., a pioneer in bead studies, incorporates firsthand knowledge of beads and beadmaking in the field with 
years of solid, scholarly research, effectively eliminating much of the hearsay and speculation that so often 
characterizes works on beads. In addition to the production, use, and provenance of beads, he examines the importance 
of the bead trade for the economies of the countries involved and provides insights into the lives of its many 
participants: artisans, mariners, and merchants. He covers the widely-dispersed Indo-Pacific beads (sometimes called 
Trade Wind beads or mutisalah), Chinese glass beads, Middle Eastern glass beads, Indian stone beads, heirloom beads 
in Southeast Asia and Micronesia, and other minor beads and bead industries involved in the trade.

About the AuthorPeter Francis, Jr., has devoted most of his adult life to the study of beads. He is the director of the 
Center for Bead Research, which he founded in 1979, and the webmaster of TheBeadSite.com, the most popular site of 
its kind. He is the author of Beads of the World, one of the standard books on beads, and has published hundreds of 
articles. 


