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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Great photos, not much informationBy FredericThis is essentially a 
coffee-table book, with over 250 pages of full-page photographs (basically all in color, although some are effectively 
grey-scale) of pieces drawn from across Asia. There's a 10-page introduction, 2 maps, and about 10 pages of very brief 
captions - the latter at the back, keyed by page numbers; the photos are uninterrupted by text. The volume documents 
the collection of Belgian Colette Ghysels, wife of sculptor Jean-Pierre Ghysels, apparently acquired through both 
travel and European markets. Its main utility is probably showing the range of Asian styles, perhaps for getting 
someone interested in the topic, but there is little or no new information for collectors here. Just nice photos.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. A wonderful bookBy Sally E. MosherThis is a wonderful book. The full 
page photos are magnificent, and there is enough information in the individual listings in the back. For me, full 
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gorgeous pages in color are preferable to a combination of printed explanations with smaller photos. I have a very 
extensive jewelry reference library, have lectured and taught history of jewelry, and have designed jewels as well. This 
is a happy addition to my library, and contains jewels from places like Saudi Arabia which are not generally so well 
represented.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. nice picturesBy joyitaGood books, but the pictures are 
the same as in the collection of Skira books "A world of..." which I already have. So If you already have this books, 
you don't need to buy this one.

The ultimate reference book on the ethnic jewelery of Asian peoples. This volume provides a vivid and varied insight 
into body adornment around Asia: ivory, beads, leather, shells, enamel work, precious metals, and stones, alone or in 
combination, are illustrated throughout. Pieces chosen for their exceptional quality and historical importance, through 
wonderfully composed photographs, come to life here. It is rare for jewelery to have a solely aesthetic purpose, for 
above all it is anchored in the social, religious, and political contexts that lend it meaning. A concise introductory 
essay discloses the field for the general reader and provides valuable background information for jewelers, designers, 
art historians, collectors, and dealers.
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