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Steve Mills : Backyard Kilns: A guide on how to build a Philosophers Kiln  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Backyard Kilns: A guide on how to build a Philosophers 
Kiln: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. this book is giving me exactly the information I was ...By boykathis 
book is giving me exactly the information I was looking for.Simple kiln without many complicated explanation which 
inspire to make one without be afraid.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Farley X 
WilburHad all the info one could need for building a backyard kiln for doing larger metal work (like leaf-spring size 
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for swords, etc.). Buy it if this is what you want to do but be aware, you may not be allowed to build one in your 
neighborhood. They are large and entirely made of brick without mortar.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Interesting!By CraftyJenzAn interesting book. Would love to build one of these kilns. Just need some open 
space away from neighbors though.

Backyard Kilns is a fully illustrated guide on Kiln Building. The Backyard Kiln, based on the brick kiln, has been 
tested in several locations, and has proved very efficient indeed, reaching very high temperatures, and capable of being 
fired both quickly and very slowly, and leaving a virtually ash-free firebox at the end! For the potter who likes to 
plough his or her own furrow, and who, although welcoming help from friends with firings, prefers not to have to rely 
on a team in order to get their work finished. Steve Mills designs for wood-fired kilns are now operating on four 
continents. All have been constructed and fired by one person in a day, a simple, efficient solution he was happy to 
share freely. He was internationally recognised as an authority on kiln construction and a range of pottery glazes he 
made from wood ash.

About the AuthorSteve Mills was a Bath potter whose enthusiasm and encyclopaedic knowledge of his craft took him 
around the world building his own design of kilns in the ten years since he retired from a business supplying pottery 
materials. Steve Mills designs for wood-fired kilns are now operating on four continents. All have been constructed 
and fired by one person in a day, a simple, efficient solution he was happy to share freely. He was internationally 
recognised as an authority on kiln construction and a range of pottery glazes he made from wood ash. 


