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Dick Friesen : Beginning Gemstone and Jewelry Carving  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Beginning Gemstone and Jewelry Carving: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Very Good BookBy VickiI received rock carving lessons from Dick 
Friesen and he is an awesome instructor! I've been waiting for this book to come out. However, I am a little 
disappointed because I expected it to include the 'patterns' you can make in a slab with ALL the different bur bit sizes 
and shapes. In class we only used the discs. Instead of having to waste a slap (and the diamond burs) experimenting to 
see what kinds of cuts all the other burs make, I would have loved for this book to have shown all the bur cut patterns 
that can be made and how to use them.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Gemstone carving bookBy 
JudyDI got to take a class with Dick Friessen last year. He's a great teacher. This book is a big help in reminding me of 
the basic steps I need to take. I've read it through and although I haven't had a chance to start carving yet, the book has 
spurred my interest. I'm looking forward to having some time to sit and carve. I agree with the other commenter that a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1484183037


picture of thecuts that different burrs make would have been helpful. But, that's something I can do myself. Maybe that 
will be my first "project."0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good.By LEECY MADISONThe best and 
only book on the market that tells you how to carve stones.

The information in this book covers free-form carving as it applies to jewelry. Most of the information also applies to 
other forms of carving although the tools used may be very different. For example, if you want to carve something the 
size of Mt. Rushmore, you will need a lot of dynamite. I think a common misconception of hard rock carving is that it 
is difficult to do. If you take nothing else from this book I hope to at least dispel that idea. Carving does require 
patience, however, it is not difficult. Arguably, it is easier than carving soapstone, as the work is done with power 
tools, not elbow grease. I usually tell beginners to expect six to ten hours per square inch on your early carvings. This 
will vary some depending on the complexity of the carving and your experience, never the less, it does give a rough 
time scale to start with. The information in this book is sufficient to allow a beginner to complete simple carvings and 
gain enough confidence to go on to more complex work. Hopefully, the ideas presented here will give experienced 
carvers additional approaches, as well as, answer some nagging questions. Look for the companion DVD "Beginning 
Gemstone and Jewelry Carving Using Hard Rubber Wheels" for more information on carving.

About the AuthorRichard "Dick" Friesen has been carving and teaching for almost twenty years throughout the 
western United States. At the request of many of his students, he has finally taken the time to write a book on 
Beginning Gemstone Carving. This book is written with the beginning carver in mind, and covers both the skill set 
needed and the equipment necessary to take a piece from rough to finished stone, ready for setting. Dick is a Master 
Carver, and has designed carving equipment, tools, and DVDs which are currently sold through his business, Dick 
Friesen Custom Jewelry, and also by Diamond Pacific, Inc. Dick lives in the San Francisco Bay Area, and travels 
extensively to shows and teaching venues throughout the United States. Additionally, he provides private instruction 
in his studio which is located in Livermore, CA. You can reach him through his website, www.dick.friesen.com, for 
additional information regarding this book, the contents therein, the equipment and additional instruction. 


