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A personal selection and authoritative guide to the most beautiful bulbs on the earth. The publication of Anna Pavord's 
guide to her favorite bulbs, corms, and tubers is an event to be celebrated. Here, the world famous author of The Tulip, 
selects 540 favorite bulbs, more bulbs than and gardener could grow in a lifetime.Easy-to-grow, generally inexpensive 
and highly accessible, bulbs are readily available from many outlets. From acis, anemones and arums to zantedeschia, 
zephyranthes, and zigadenus, this alphabetical collection provides inspiration, insight, anecdote, and helpful advice. 
Special photography reveals the glory of each bulb, explaining flowering size, height, planting depth and requires soil 
and climatic conditions.This gorgeous book, a complete deluxe package, will appeal to gardeners as the world's most 
authoritative and affordable reference work on bulbs.

From BooklistAuthor Pavord (The Tulip, 1999) has produced a charming, handsome book, the product of a lifetime of 
keeping notes on her passion, filled with practical advice on the purchase and care of bulbs. The approximately 600 
entries include detailed descriptions of the blooms, some comparisons with related cultivars, plant size, hardiness, 
native areas, and bloom season. Selected species with interesting histories (e.g., hyacinths, tulips, lilies, narcissus) are 
treated to longer entries. The entries are accompanied by photographs of individual blossoms. These are interspersed 
with lush two-page-spread images of gardens, masses of blooms, and single spectacular blooms. Pavords writing style 
is delightfully conversational while providing important technical information for the gardener. In addition to an 
introduction about the history, origins, and nature of bulbs, there are a section on how to grow bulbs, a bibliography of 
outstanding specialist books, and an index. There is one large flaw. The USDA hardiness-zones chart for the 48 
contiguous United States, southern Canada, and northern Mexico on the front endpapers has temperatures ranging up 
to 250 degrees Fahrenheit and 246 degrees Celsius. Somehow 200 degrees was added to the correct temperatures for 
most of the zones. Purchasers can easily correct the chart, however. This would be an excellent addition to all libraries 
having horticulture or gardening collections. --Linda Loos ScarthAbout the AuthorAnna Pavord writes for several 
magazines in the UK and she has authored eight books, including the internationally acclaimed bestseller, The Tulip. 


