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From Yale University Press : Casas Grandes and the Ceramic Art of the Ancient Southwest (Published in 
Association with The Art Institute of Chicago)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Casas Grandes and the Ceramic Art of the Ancient Southwest (Published in 
Association with The Art Institute of Chicago): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. THE Casa Grandes pottery book. Very highly recommended!By 
Peter D. TillmanSpectacular photos and intelligent text make this catalog a must-read for prehistoric American Indian 
pottery fans. This is THE Casas Grandes pottery book.Unfortunately it's OOP and often expensive -- though at the 
moment I see VG copies here for around $50. Well-worth that price and more. My highest possible recommendation. 
This is a splendid book.Happy reading--Peter D. Tillman0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
resource for Rock Art of that area.By CustomerThese are hard to come by. Beautifully illustrated.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Great Reference Addition to LibraryBy Ralph W. TobinGreat reference addition to any 
ceramic artist library. Helps in my understanding of the development of Native American ceramics and the culture of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300111487


the southwest. Great addition to my ceramic library.

In the flourishing ancient Indian communities of the American Southwest and northwest Mexico, master potters 
created ceramic arts that are considered among the most accomplished in the world. The symbolic imagery and 
distinctive local styles of the region are unmistakablesimple volumetric shapes covered with complex, interlocking 
geometrical designs that are sometimes combined with bold abstract animal, human, and composite figures. Within 
this shared tradition are clearly identifiable local styles and symbolic vocabularies, and this lavishly illustrated book 
focuses on one of them: the ceramic works of the Casas Grandes-Paquim area of northwest Mexico and adjoining parts 
of New Mexico and Arizona, c. A.D. 12001400.For the first time on a comprehensive scale, expert art historians and 
an artist-teacher discuss the complex imagery of approximately ninety Casas Grandes vessels with fifty pieces 
representing other major styles of the Greater Southwest. Superb examples show polychromatic designs of real and 
mythological animals, together with abstract human figures and remarkably varied geometries, demonstrating the 
imaginative complexity and exceptional achievement of the Casas Grandes potters. Certain motifs reflect affinities 
with distant Mesoamerica, yet the authors show that these forms were absorbed into a visual vocabulary that reflected 
the unique artistic and cosmological outlook of Casas Grandes, within the native Southwestern cultural tradition.

This chronicles pottery from a vanished civilization, telling much about a sophisticated people flourishing in remote 
desert landscapes. . . .Essential. 


