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Shay Amber : Ceramics for Beginners: Hand Building (A Lark Ceramics Book)  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ceramics for Beginners: Hand Building (A Lark 
Ceramics Book): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great teaching toolBy M MilliganGreat starter book for hand 
building with clay. The book gives a great list of materials you'll need and gives a couple of low price solutions for a 
couple materials. For example, not only does the book describe how to use a slab roller (pricey!), but also shows you 
have to make your own slabs with a rolling pin and thickness blocks. The book looks like a great teaching tool. It gives 
you information on a technique, then gives you a project that will force you to use those techniques. Great book to 
supplement a class with more practice or start working with clay on your own.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Informative and inspiringBy Ria OHagenThis is a great book for people just starting out in ceramics, 
or who haven't done it for a while. Very well written with lots of pictures to describe different techniques. There a 
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projects you can do by following the book, or just use those techniques to aid you in your own projects. Very good for 
inspiration when you are not sure what you want to make.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Very 
goodBy Victoria HubaczExcellent resource for beginners and intermediates. I learned a lot of new handbuilding 
techniques. Lots of beutifiul color photos for inspiration.

Ceramics are always popular with crafters, and hand building with low-fire earthenware is a natural place to start. 
With its wealth of information and images, elegant design, and time-tested advice this beautiful new book by artist 
Shay Amber will inspire even the most intimidated beginner. Just as in her celebrated workshops, Amber guides 
would-be ceramists through all the basics, from selecting the right clay body to embellishing the surface with fabulous 
decorations and gorgeous glaze treatments to setting a firing temperature. She teaches how to pinch forms, create coils, 
make flat slabs, work with simple molds and armatures, and ornament your piece with stencils, slips, underglazes, 
terra sigillata, and more. Each technique is laid out in easy-to-follow step-by-step photos with projects in progress and 
stunning gallery images. Amber introduces a unique, easy-to-follow method for constructing a beautiful slab-built 
piece, and all the necessary templates are included. A dozen projectsincluding a pinched Tea Bowl, coil-built Espresso 
Cup Set, and luminous Lantern showcase the key methods. Comprehensive and accessible, this illustrated introduction 
will become the standard on the potters bookshelf.

From BooklistPresented as an introductory workshop, this first volume in the Ceramics for Beginners series is from a 
publisher from which one would expect gorgeous and plentiful illustrations and clear, clean directionsand the book 
does not disappoint. Hand building is defined here as forming clay by hand into useful objects and sculptural forms. 
Techniques and projects are arranged from the simplest to tackle to the most involved, from pinching to coiling and 
draping slabs. This is an exciting, useful, and relatively easy craft, and this lovely book is a very worthwhile 
consideration for purchase for all crafts collections. --Brad Hooper 


